WELCOME TO TERM 3!
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Yaama and welcome to Term 3, 2021. This coming term is
set to be busy, with several changes occurring onsite and
some exciting events on the horizon.
Firstly, our neighbours, Youth Connections, are moving into
new premises in Gosford, which will allow us to spread our
wings. Reception and office staff will move into the house
on the left as you enter the school.
We will start the term by celebrating NAIDOC Week. This
year’s theme is ‘Heal Country’ and it feels particularly
fitting as we acknowledge the spiritually beautiful and
ecologically rich land on which our school resides. We
will be participating in a cleansing smoking ceremony; a
wonderful way to celebrate Country and thank First Nations
people for continuing to look after it with deep respect,
wisdom and cultural expertise.
Secondly, our students will be enjoying weekly visits from
a Delta Therapy dog, Sunny, and its owner Ray. The mental
health impacts of connecting with animals are well-known
and there’s nothing like spending time in the company of
a loving, affectionate dog! We can’t wait to host Sunny at
our school every Friday and for students reap the positive
social, emotional and physiological benefits.
Finally, this term will conclude with the official graduation of our Year 12 class, as well as their school
formal. This is always a significant celebration for students and staff, as we acknowledge your immense
efforts and hard work in making it to the end of your schooling lives. Remember, success takes many
forms and looks different to everyone. What matters most of all is that you are on a pathway to achieving
goals and dreams that feel fulfilling and worthwhile to you - whatever these may be.
I look forward to seeing you all, refreshed and raring to go on Monday 12th July!

Andrea, NGC Principal
TERM 3 & 4 DATES:
TERM

START

FINISH

3

Monday 12th July

Friday 17th September

4

Monday 4th October

Thursday 9th December

A NOTE ON SCHOOL EVENTS:
As we continue to navigate COVID-19 and the evolving restrictions,
we will be notifying you of significant school events closer to their
specific dates. If you have any questions regarding how NG Central
is managing COVID-19 health and safety measures, you can get in
touch with us via 4343 5000.

TEACHERS’ REPORTS
Programs Update
I’m not really sure how it is that half the school year is done already!? We certainly finished Term 2 with a
bang (well, more of a “pewpew”), with another epic Rewards Excursion spent battling it out playing Laser
Skirmish at Glenworth Valley Outdoor Adventures. Term 3’s Rewards Event is yet to be locked in, so get
in quick if you have an idea for a great experience that everyone can to work towards this coming term!
Our NGC Standing Strong sessions are moving to Monday afternoons this term and Stage 5 students will
be working through a Cyber-safety course presented by Coast Community Connections. Putting on my
Chaplain’s hat, we are also looking to run some Dangerous Questions sessions again this term, where
students will have the opportunity to pose their “I’ve always wondered…” questions (anonymously) to an
expert panel - well, a panel of helpful NG staff anyway! Term 3 is sure to be a cracker and I look forward to
seeing our students rested and ready to kick some educational goals.

Rick, Programs Manager

Deputy Principal Update
Congratulations to all students who successfully completed Term 2. It has been great to see students
develop and apply their knowledge in a variety of ways, from conducting water testing in Science
classes, to participating in VET training and work placements, to putting up tents and boiling water
in Sports, Lifestyle and Recreation. There are so many examples of everyone engaging in hands-on
activities and learning skills that will be highly useful in the world that lies beyond school. Well done!
Moving forward into Term 3, we will have two teachers sharing the PDHPE teaching load, our Special
Education teacher Emily Ford will be conducting lessons on Thursdays and Fridays and we welcome
Evan Griffith who will be with us on Wednesdays.
Year 12 will also be moving into their final term at school! This can be quite a daunting thing to think
about, as some students may struggle with the uncertainty of what will happen once school ends,
while others may be raring to make it to the finish line. Overall, we encourage everyone to do their best,
attend classes as regularly as possible and put in all the effort they can. This is the home stretch and
you will never regret giving it your all! A reminder to Year 12 students that they will need to complete
their classwork and assessment tasks, as well as their minimum standards testing, so they can officially
graduate and receive their HSC. Please be aware that I will be calling on all students to do this in the first
couple of weeks of Term 3.

Cameron, Deputy Principal

Aboriginal Education
In Term 2, Aboriginal Education focused on Yinyamurra, which is a Wiradjuri word that translates as
‘respect’ and ‘to take it slow’. We explored this concept in our yarning circles, talking about where it
shows up in students’ lives and how it looks in the context of their relationships and friendship groups.
On Wednesday evening of Week 8, students went on an excursion to Barangaroo, Sydney for a Cultural
Ghost Tour. They learnt about the Dreaming, bush tuckers and points of cultural interest. Everyone
walked away feeling positive, with new knowledge and a smile on their faces. I was exceptionally proud
of the students who attended and the way they conducted themselves on the excursion. One student
Abby expressed this feedback “I thought the night was interesting, I liked the different stories that they
told and that the presenter told them from a Wiradjuri perspective, because I am Wiradjuri myself. I liked
the Duliga story the most and I really want to do the day tour now!”
As a school, we also celebrated Mabo Day and Reconciliation Week. During this week, our Morning
Circles, Aboriginal Education classes and curriculum subjects focused on what reconciliation means,
why it’s so important and what we can do as a school to support it. We also held a Smoking Ceremony
and our English teacher Kirk gave a presentation on Eddie Mabo.

Mark, Aboriginal Education Officer

TEACHERS’ REPORTS
English
We had a fantastic Term 2 in English at NG Central. For the first time in the history of our school, our Stage
5 students studied one of William Shakespeare’s plays, A Midsummer Night’s Dream. I am so proud of
our students as they were very engaged in the unit and wrote some incredibly creative stories for their
assessment task. In Term 3, we will be studying a history of Aboriginal literature, which is an exciting new unit
of learning for us. We will also be reading the novel Who Am I? by Anita Heiss.
In Year 11, we progressed through the On the Road module during Term 2. Students planned and
wrote online blogs about a seven-day overseas holiday, including figuring out budgets, researching
accommodation and planing travel and activities for the whole holiday. Moving into Term 3, Year 11 will focus
on the Media and Digital Worlds unit and write a critical essay on the pros and cons of digital newspapers.
In Year 12, our students studied music and poetry through the MiTunes unit, where we analysed the meaning
behind the songs we listen to. We did an in-depth study of the Pink Floyd album The Wall, studying both
the album and the film. In Term 3, Year 12 will be studying The Big Screen as well as preparing for their
upcoming HSC exam.

Kirk, English Teacher

Mathematics
It has been a productive Term 2 for our Mathematics students. Stage 5 have been learning about scale
factor and scientific notation, Year 11 have been working through their pre-apprenticeship numeracy and
literacy books and Year 12 have been focused on financial literacy, as well as finishing their minimum
standards testing. Looking forward to Term 3, Stage 5 will be exploring the topic of algebra, Year 11 will
be learning about fractions and decimals and Year 12 will be exploring rates and ratios and their real-life
applications. I look forward to seeing everyone back at school, ready to tackle these new units!

Mark, Mathematics Teacher

History
Throughout Term 2, our History students continued their study of Human Rights and Freedoms,
focusing on activism in Australia. We started off by learning about the Freedom Riders in America
and Australia, before moving onto the 1938 Day of Mourning, the 1967 Referendum, and the topic of
Reconciliation. Students worked on profiling an Aboriginal activist for their assessment task, which was
both challenging and rewarding. In Term 3, we are looking forward to studying the Environment.

Kirk, History Teacher

TEACHERS’ REPORTS
Science
It was great to see more Stage 5 students at school during Term 2, benefitting from our hands-on,
practical activities and consolidating their scientific knowledge. In Science classes, they explored the
structure of atoms and investigated how different chemical reactions work.
Moving into Term 3, students will learn about our Dynamic Earth, including the slow movement of
continents and how this causes sudden events such as earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis. This
is such a relevant topic for young people, who have grown up with increasing reports of intense
and monumental natural disasters both nationally and globally. By allowing our students to take a
deeper look at these disasters, they will be ‘more ready and equipped’ to face these challenges and
to demonstrate an ability to classify natural disasters and our response to them. We will finish Term
3 with an individual Student Research Project, where everyone will select an investigation topic,
develop hypotheses, identify variables to be controlled, measured or changed, evaluate evidence and
communicate their results.
Year 11 Preliminary Investigating Science students worked successfully during Term 2 and are currently
working on the Module 3: Scientific Models unit. Their determination to complete their Assessment 2
Depth Study was fabulous to see, as they researched, designed, constructed and evaluated their own
physical or diagrammatic model to solve a problem they identified. In Term 3, Year 11 will spend 5 weeks
completing their Module 3 unit, before we begin Module 4: Theories and Laws. Students will examine the
differences and similarities between scientific theories and scientific laws and engage in practical and
secondary source investigations. Year 11 students are reminded that the Term 3 Yearly Examination for
Investigating Science will be held in Week 9 and based on Modules 1 to 4.
Our Year 12 HSC Investigating Science students have been learning to interpret the difference between
Facts or Fallacy. They have investigated evidence and measurements used to find truth and have
identified areas of misinterpretation and misrepresentation. At the start of Term 3, Year 12 will begin their
final HSC unit, Module 8: Science and Society. While working through this unit, they will understand how
society debates and regulates science to prevent harmful developments and unacceptable outcomes,
and to allow for new and beneficial products, processes and ideas. All students will sit the Assessment 4
Trial examination to consolidate their understanding and clarify areas in need of revision. To achieve their
non-ATAR accreditation they will then need to sit their Final HSC Examination at the start of Term 4.

Janice, Science Teacher

Sports Lifestyle and Recreation
Year 11 successfully completed their Outdoor Recreation unit throughout Term 2. Some students found
it challenging, as putting up a tent or boiling water on a camp cooker go beyond activities we typically
do every day. But in the end, everyone gave it their best shot and experienced success! In Term 3,
students will be completing the First Aid unit of work. They will also participate in a first aid course run
by Surf Life Saving Australia.

TEACHERS’ REPORTS
Geography
In Term 2, Stage 5 students continued their study on the physical characteristics and productivity of
biomes. Students have been analysing the impact humans have on biomes in an effort to produce food
and increase agricultural yields. They examined national and international water and food security issues
and forecasted future supply-demand issues. Students also explored management strategies for these
issues and learned about the concepts surrounding urban farming.
As a group project, Geography students created a successful and sustainable worm farm for the school.
Everyone was involved in researching and evaluating the process and have since been practising
responsible management of the worm farm. Great effort Stage 5!
Moving into Term 3, students will be examining the patterns and trends in population movements and the
increasing urbanisation of countries. They will discuss the reasons for internal and international migration
patterns and the consequences of population movements, including the increased concentration of
populations within countries. Students will also focus on the recent decline on international travel and the
effects that this has on certain economies.

Jemma, Geography Teacher

Photography, Video and Digital Imaging
Throughout Term 2, Year 11 studied the varying traditions,
conventions, styles, and genres of photography. They have
participated in a number of practical excursions to unique
locations like the Pine Tree Forest, Pearl Beach, the Japanese
Gardens and a local Aboriginal exhibition at Gosford Regional
Gallery. Students also studied the artist David Hockney and
created their own works using his well-known technique of the
‘Hockney Joiner’. This resulted in a creative array of collage works
which included distorted portraits, images of the solar eclipse and
our reconciliation smoking ceremony. Well done Year 11!
In Term 3, Year 11 will be introduced to the practice and techniques of
video. This field and closely related fields such as film and television
are highly relevant to students’ lives and play a significant role in
how they perceive the world. Through a study of selected Aboriginal
films and stop-motion productions, students will explore how sound,
music, camera angles, movements and editing techniques are used
to convey meaning.
Year 12 have been studying the traditions, conventions, styles and
genres of film. Through studying two Aboriginal films, they have
learnt how to analyse cinematic techniques and written their own
film reviews. In preparation for their exams, students have been
experimenting with light painting and studying the work of mixed
media artists and photographers.
In Term 3, Year 12 will create their final HSC body of work, drawing on
the units studied so far to inform their practice. As the Mental Health
Art Works! exhibition approaches, students will be studying the works
of selected artists, with a focus on how mental health issues can be
conveyed through art making.

Jemma, PVDI Teacher

TEACHERS’ REPORTS
Vocational Education & Training / Career & Transition
Students had another busy term across their vocational education and training (VET) subjects. The
Construction crew finished off the new demountable toilet block, while Horticulture students worked
hard on their rabbit-proof fence. Our Hospitality class continued to cook up a storm and Retail
students participating in a floristry workshop, created candles and served customers in our onsite
salon. Several students also successfully completed their White Card with Intercept Training, which
has put them well on the path to finding employment within the Construction industry.
Term 2 saw Year 11 students complete their compulsory
work placements for Retail, Horticulture, Hospitality and
Construction. These placements are excellent opportunities
for students to gain real-life experience in their chosen
industry. We were lucky to have a visit from The Skill Engineer,
an organisation that coordinates vocational work placements.
They facilitated a ‘Ready to Go’ info session for Year 11, to help
them prepare for their placements. We have also been very
grateful to have multiple employers putting their hands up to
host students at their workplaces and teach them the skills
required to be successful in the industry. Thank you to all
employers who have given their time, energy and expertise.
In Term 3, we will have a school information session with the
Defence Force, which is scheduled for 4th August. Everyone is
invited to attend this session and ask questions about recruitment.
Stage 5 students will once again select their vocational elective for
the term ahead and have the opportunity to learn hands-on skills in
our amazing facilities.
Finally, we are also welcoming Judy Leaver to the NGC team, as
she will be taking on the Retail Trainer role while I (Nareeda) am off
on maternity leave. Judy comes to us with a wealth of knowledge
and already has some exciting plans in store for Term 3. A number
of students have already met Judy and I am sure they will make her
feel welcome.

Nareeda, VET Manager

Industrial Technology Automotive
Term 2 was very busy, with students recognising what it means to be
working in the automotive industry. Our Stage 5 crew have learnt how
to change a tyre and brakes and what is involved in cleaning and
utilising tools in a productive way. They participated in everything
from sanding car components to welding and fabricating new parts
for further projects.
In Term 3, Stage 5 will need to construct and fabricate a billy cart,
ready for our inaugural Term 3 race. This will be held in Week 10,
which means billy cart production will need to start immediately
upon our return to school. May the best team win! Year 11 and 12
will be working on their own individual projects throughout the
term. Both year groups will make use of the extra hours available on
Friday afternoons to complete their major works, which need to be
submitted in early September for the Board of Studies to mark.

Cameron, Automotive Trainer

